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Yesterday, we celebrated Easter with the children. I told an 

Easter story, and we sang some Easter songs, after which 

we toured the various classrooms to see the exhibitions of 

their beautiful Easter crafts. This was followed by a feast of 

delicious hot cross buns and grape juice. When no one was 

looking, the Easter hare also delivered some treats!  

Please remember that next term children should come to 

school with closed shoes to keep their feet warm when 

they play outside. Coming to school punctually for the start 

of the school day at 9:00 will remain a priority, and we will 

continue to monitor lateness and school attendance.  

We wish you all a lovely Easter holiday with your whānau 

and look forward to welcoming you back for the winter 

term. 

Ko te kai a te Rangatira he kōrero 

Ngā mihi 

Elizabeth 

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175  www.motuekasteiner.school.nz   03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008 

Kia ora e te whānau 

We had a beautiful Harvest Celebration with songs and 

communal dancing, as well as Mahana’s lovely little market 

afterwards. It was heartwarming to see the community 

come together in this way and enjoy some down time with 

family and friends around the abundant harvest from the 

school orchard and the plentiful donations from families’ 

orchards and gardens. Thank you, Blessing for all your hard 

work and for organising it. 

In the last few weeks of term, the teachers have been con-

ducting some assessments in their classes. These results 

will go to SEANZ (Steiner Education Aotearoa NZ) who will 

compile the NAPS (National Assessment Project) for feed-

back to the Ministry of Education. The NAPS compare our 

results with the other Steiner schools in the country as well 

as with national standards. In this way, we get a very good 

idea of how we are doing, and which next steps need to be 

implemented.  

Click here to view full calendar online 

Term 1 and 2 

Friday 11 April     ToD/Last day of term 1          No School    

Monday 28 April   First day Term 2 

Tuesday 13 May    Board Meeting       5pm   

Monday 26 May    Community Meeting      7pm     

Monday 2 June   King’s Birthday       No School  

Tuesday 3 June           Teacher Only Day       No School  

“Hope” is the thing with feathers – 
That perches in the soul – 
And sings the tune without the words – 
And never stops – at all – 

 
- Emily Dickinson 



Putiputi (class 1 and 2) 

Classroom corner 

 
 This term has seen the classes become fully integrat-
ed and working well together. We’ve practised both 
lowercase and uppercase letters, their formations, 
sounds, and how to make words and short sentences 
using them. We’ve also engaged in counting activi-
ties, explored the quality of numbers 1 to 12, and met 
the four gnomes of Numberland, who helped us with 
our sums. 
 
In addition, we spent time with Jolie in the garden, 
knitted snails and other animals with Davina, and 
enjoyed Bel A Vis. Our outdoor activities included co-
operative games, skipping, obstacle courses, and re-
lay races. We also had the opportunity to perform in 
assemblies, both for the school and parents, and cre-
ated beautiful wet-on-wet paintings and crafts that 
captured the beauty of the changing seasons. 
It has been a busy and fun term in Putiputi, and 
we’re now looking forward to celebrating Easter 
(Miss Terry says she has a lot of fun and exciting 
things planned) and going on holiday.  
 
From our hearts to yours, wishing you all a wonderful 
and peaceful holiday! 
 
Putiputi 

Kia ora e te whānau 
 
The Board had its second meeting of term one on 
Tuesday 25 March.  
 
Among other things the Board reviewed the responses 
to the recent Leadership and Capability survey and 
heard that some of you would like more information 
and clarity on the differing roles of the various Boards 
and Trusts, and how this links in with school manage-
ment.  
 
Broadly speaking: 
- The Board of Trustees is responsible for oversight 
(governance) of the school’s budget and implementa-
tion of the curriculum and is made up of volunteer par-
ents alongside the Principal, a teacher representative 
(currently Yolande Terry) and a Board Secretary; 
- School management is responsible for the day to day 
running (operations) of the school and this is led by 
the Principal; 
- The Motueka Rudolph Steiner School Trust (MRSST) 
owns and manages the school’s buildings, property 
and the farm and also is the governance body for the 
Kindergarten; and  
- The Proprietors’ Trust (PT) is responsible for the Spe-
cial Character of the school, fundraising and the rela-
tionship with the Ministry of Education. MRSST and PT 
are also made up of volunteer parents. 
 
If you’re interested in volunteering for one of these 
various bodies please get in touch with 
bot.chair@motuekasteiner.school.nz or chair@mrsst.nz  
 
The Board also welcomed two new representatives - 
Marie Allie and Isabel Challies - as well as thanking 
and farewelling Pippa Allen for her time on the Board. 
 
The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 May 
at 5pm and members of the community can observe if 
they wish. If interested please contact the BoT chair in 
advance.  

School board  



School notices 

Do you have spare towels? 
The school is looking for donations of old but clean 

towels in medium to small sizes. These are to be used 
for Handwork and Farm to Table. Your donations can 

be dropped off at the office. Thank you!  

Proprietors trust  

A warm WELCOME to our new International Student 
Family from Germany! 

Katrin and Dominick Baier with Alma 

are going to join us for 2 terms and are very much 
looking forward to their adventure. 

The family has recently travelled Aotearoa for 7 weeks; 
they have now settled in a lovely house at the beach in 

Trewavas Street. 

Alma will join Blessing’s class after the holidays. Lisa 
Algie and her family are the buddies. 

Please welcome our visitors into our school community. 

Farewell  
This term we say good bye to:  

 

Henriand Taavi from Kohatu  

Florence from Putiputi   

Leilani from Mahana  

Moana from Ahi  

 
Wishing them and their families all the best!  

New international student 

Join Our School Fundraising Meeting! 

Join us on Thursday, 1st May at 3:15 PM in 
the Staff Room as we brainstorm innovative 
ways to enhance our school’s funding. 
 
While the government funding supports the 
salaries of just four teachers, our unique 
Steiner education model requires a fifth 
teacher as well as teachers in handwork, 
outdoor classroom, and Farm to Table initia-
tives. Additionally, expanding our campus fa-
cilities is essential for growing our school roll, 
which in turn will qualify us for increased 
government funding. These facilities include, 
among others, an Admin Block, including an 
Office and Resource Room, and a Library. We 
need to come up with ways to get these 
funded. 

This meeting will focus on developing crea-
tive fundraising strategies to support these 
crucial needs. We will discuss some new 
fundraising events coming up this year such 
as the ‘Steiner Steps’ fundraiser to be held in 
winter, and the art event at the end of the 
year, and would love your involvement. 
 
Your ideas and enthusiasm are key to our 
success—come share your vision and learn 
how you can help sustain and enrich our ed-
ucational environment! 

Valetta on behalf of  
Proprietor's Trust Fundraising Team 

Community catch up  
Come and join the end of term community catch up!  

Today from 2:30pm in the Outdoor Kitchen 



Harvest festival 
Last week we welcomed parents 
and friends to celebrate the Au-
tumn Harvest festival with us at 
school. It was a glorious sunny day, 
the festival table was re-
splendent with nature's bounty, the 
classes all performed poetry and 
songs they had been learning and 
the whole community danced a 
harvest dance.  

Afterwards we enjoyed Mahana's 
Autumn Market, the culmination 
of their Trade and Money main 
lesson. Six stalls served up vari-
ous delicious treats and each 
stall had chosen a charity to do-
nate to—SPCA, Friends of Flora, 
Rescue Helicopter, and Animal 
Welfare Network . Many thanks 
for supporting their initiative! 



Easter festival and crafts 



Class 5/6 camp on campus 

Class 7 camp to tinline 



At kindergarten, we’ve been watching little miracles 
and mysteries form before our eyes. Very hungry 
caterpillars have been munching their way through 
our swan plant leaves, then creating chrysalises as 
they prepare for their next stage of life. These quiet 
moments of transformation remind us that growth 
often happens in stillness.  As we approach Easter 
and the autumn school holidays, we’re reflecting on 
the beauty of slowing down, turning inward, and 
preparing for what’s next. Just like the caterpillars, 
our tamariki are always growing - sometimes in 
ways we can’t see right away. 
 
This week we’ve been celebrating Easter gently and 
simply: baking hot cross buns, sharing stories, and 
noticing the changing season around us. The crisp 
morning air and golden leaves invite us to savour 
resting and enjoy being together.  We wish our 
families a joyful Easter and a peaceful two weeks of 
the school holiday break, filled with warmth, won-
der, and time to simply be. 
 
Ngā mihi mahana from the kindergarten team 

Kindergarten 

Term dates 

Food for 
thought 

Celebrating easter with children 

 

What is most important for our children is not so much whether 
we follow a specific religion or not but that when we choose to 
celebrate a holiday, we authentically honour the festival by draw-
ing on its values consciously. 

Every year I ask myself once again (because sometimes our values 
change): 

·Why do we as a family celebrate Easter? 

What is this tradition all about and what does it mean to us? 
It’s so easy to get carried away with the material associations 
we have with the holidays that we sometimes forget to medi-
tate on the underlying magic or spiritualism associated with 
them. 

Here are a few of our personal Easter Traditions that I believe 
bring to life the values associated with this holiday: 

·Planting bulbs (tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, freesias, anemo-
nes, and snowdrops) in the garden and watching them bloom 
in spring 

·Creating an Easter Tree - blowing eggs, painting or dying 
them with watercolours and hanging them on a bare branch 
placed in a tall vase 

·Adorning the Nature Table with Easter and autumn decora-
tions such as bunnies, homemade candles, autumn leaves, and 
decorated eggs 

·Choosing a toy with the children tahat is clean, undamaged 
and special to give to charity 

·Telling an Easter story once a week for the few weeks leading 
up to Easter 

·Having an egg hunt on Easter morning in the garden. The 
children discover many hard-boiled eggs that are dyed in se-
cret. These are from the Easter Hare. At the end of their hunt, 
they usually find a small handmade felt toy or decoration and a 
small fair-trade chocolate egg in their tiny Easter baskets 

Sharing a big family meal together, often hosting or visiting 
extended family and friends 

https://meaganrosewilson.com/2017/04/family-traditions-
easter/  

28 April  1st day term 2 
13 May    1:30-2:45:  Hilda Mazza, anthroposophical 
nurse, parent workshop on Winter Wellness 
2 June     King’s Birthday- no kindergarten 
6 June    Lantern Festival, evening time to be announced 
13 June   Lantern Festival rain date 
20 June   Matariki Holiday - no kindergarten 
27 June   last day term 2 



Do you have a lovely garden and would like 
to participate in the Motueka Toy Library 
Garden Trail? We need gardens for our an-
nual fundraiser, which will take place on 
the weekend of 15th and 16th November 
this year. 

If you would like to know more and/or  get involved 
please get in touch with Laura; 0272556599.  

Looking for rental 
 
We are Kim & Moh, with Ari (10 years old) and Neas (8 
years old). From January to December 2026, our chil-
dren will be attending Motueka Steiner School as in-
ternational students.  
Kim has an artistic background and works as a 
makeup artist at our local theatre. Moh is a trained 
carpenter. He studied design and education and has 
been teaching arts and crafts at our local Steiner 
school for 10 years. We adults would like to use this 
sabbatical to recharge our batteries and find inspira-
tion. 
Therefore, we are currently looking for accommodation 
for this year. If you have an option, please let us know. 
 
Best regards, 
Kim & Moh 
 
Contact: 
0049 176 
96539342 
(WhatsApp, Signal, 
Telegram) 
moh@mailbox.org  

Violin and viola tuition 
available in Motueka with 
experienced teacher Jonna 
Arthur FTCL, LTCL, LRSM 

Phone 021 276 0776. 

Quality ukulele for sale with 
leather strap and new tuner. 
Lovely sound. Mahalo brand; 
nearly new. $40.00. Selling on 
behalf. Please contact Blessing 
on bless-
ing.biran@motuekasteiner.scho
ol.nz, or come to the office.  

We will be welcoming a volunteer from Germany on Au-
gust 1, through an organization called Freunde Waldorf. 
We are looking for a host family who could provide com-
fortable accommodation as well as meals, in lieu of child-
care and chores around the house. If you are able and 
willing to assist us in this regard, please contact Elizabeth 
or Yolande at the school. The volunteer will stay for 11 
months. 

Community notice board 
International Student Family  

Looking for Rental 

Toy Library Garden Trail  

Accommodation Wanted for  
Overseas Volunteer 

Violin and Viola Tuition 

Quality Ukelele for Sale  

We are looking for a wonderful cleaner to care for our kinder-
garten space - someone who takes pride in their work and 
understands that a warm, tidy environment nurtures the 
wellbeing of our children and community. 
 
The role is six hours per week: 
 
   •   One hour each afternoon from Monday to Thursday 
   •   Two hours on Friday afternoons 
 
If you’d like to know more, please get in touch with Amy at 
the kindergarten on 03 528 6453 or email teamlead-
er@mskindergarten.nz. 

Help Keep our Kindergarten Sparking! 

Garage Sale  

Nora is having a ‘Monster Garage Sale’ at 5 School Road 
on May 5th from 1 to 5pm.  



We’re putting the final touches on a fantastic Bookarama event this Sunday and can't wait to see 
you all there!  

 
✨ We still need a bit of help with baking please. If you have a favourite cake, slice, or muffin reci-

pe that’s easy to whip up, we’d love for you to share your baking at our fundraiser. 
A huge thank you to everyone who's already signed up to bring some delicious treats!  

For baking drop-off details, please contact Anna at 022 095 7893. 
Thanks so much for your support! 

 
The Bookarama Team 

A proprietors trust fundraiser  







hƩps://Ɵckets.demand.film/


